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Nixon, Kennedy and Castro rwjWl 


O ld enemies never die. They merely refurbish their 
w rusty weapons. And since Richard Nixon has been so 
well endowed with implacable critics, his'new book, “Six 
Crises,” has been combed for errors. One of these: critics 
is apparently in the White* House, for there was issued 
from that source a denial’ that when Candidate Kennedy 
stated in the 1960 campaign that action should be taken 
to overthrow Castro, he knew that preparations for such 
a -revolt were already under way'under the direction of 
the United States Central Intelligence' Agency. 

On Sept. 25; I960, Mr. Kennedy gave an/ exclusive 
statement to the Scripps-Howard newspapers saying, 
“The forces fighting for freedom in exile and in the 
mountains of Cuba should be sustained and assisted.” 

Mr. Nixon knew that such preparations fo* a revo- 
lution in Ciiba were already secretly under wayl and he 
also knew that his opponent had been briefed on* all 
phases of foreign policy by Alien Dulles, chief of the CIA. 
He therefore had nqopMi but to believe that MrijCen- 
nedy was recklessly using that, information to propose 
something which the Eisenhower administration was 
preparing. y ■ ; TJ-Sfl, 

But before replying to the Kennedy statement, Mr. 
Nixon askfed Interior Secretary Fred Seaton to go to the 
White House and find out if Mr. Kennedy had been, {in- 
formed of the secret operations. Seaton reported that 
the candidate had been so informed. *' .? 

This put Mr. Nixon fcl a critical .dilemma. If^he 
joined in the Kennedy advocacy of intervention, which’ 
would have been very popular v/Jthi^ country, he would 
be implying that suph preparations' jfrere under way be- 
cause he was knowh fo haVe been V factor in making 
administration policy .with regard1;tgSba. Mf could he 
accuse his opponent of making puMp what had been 
communicated confidentiailySto him ffifa briefing. For 

that, too, would uncover the 'secret 0 p|rkti 0 n. 

All this he revealed in his book, Then the White 
ilouse on March 20, 1962, issued a statement that Mr 
.Kennedy did not know about the Cuban preparations 


when he : made his statement in 'I960. And Aileh Dulles ■ 
Chimed in with a statement that, there liad been a “mis- 
understanding.” '• ■' ’ 

V|"R. NIXON then issued a statement standing by his 
^Statement in^tHfe book and-addfag, “President 
Eisenhower has authorized me to state that, following 
the practice he hid fetablished,iQ 1956, he had given in- 
structions that in ?e^.*d to United States intelligence 
operations abroad, S&i. Kennedy was to be as fully 
briefed on our foftigh pBblems as I%aS.” 

‘ * A f - the wish tp be fair, which I 

I they wouia turn ’this question back to Messrs. 

? Kennedy and Dullcf. J ”’ 

’ . -fPW °r did noLAucn.lDullC5..obey the orders of Eresi-^ 
d^Jtanhower ajylfell Mr. Kennedy about the most 
important Cuban pt^agfctahs? If so, Why does Mr. Ken- 
ne^> now deny that' hgknew what he was supposed to 

fSer r ‘S&Sg * 15 

^ at ,, d0 ®, s »^' Du J^sf,in^lyfiho.uthed wordN 

valSStt^siapdlng ^rugan? Whq.Js misunderstanding. 

mean that the 1963p^tte, Bouse state- i 
SJLw! Nixon 


from that briefing the most f 

the cia was involved? . . -g . . ^ .... . tyK , w | 

-SutJhe Nlxon critics have’ ho ihtentionof 'b riffa ir jf 
Perhaps some dr them who write’ in the paperHinfler t 
■their own nafties are really Venting '-their resentment 1 
because the Nixon book reveals some- of them, by name % 
f 8 ** v i ng J? een grossly unfair in sporting the campaign I 
i h h °* e ® f us wh0 wrlt * lor the press are not I 
hesitant about dishing out criticism of others. But we m 
s ould in return admit the right of the objects of # 
criticism to criticize us. To paraphrase Mr. Truman i? § 
we cant stand the heat we had better get out of the 
Kitchen. jp! 
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